I AM showing this young woman because. she illustrates the connexion between alopecia and disturbance of the thyroid gland, a subject in which I am very much interested in connexion with influenza Her hair began to fall out three years ago, and she became quite bald last summer, losing the hair of the eyebrows and eyelids too.
Apparently the pubic hair is normal. When I first saw her, at the beginning of the year; her thyroid enlargement was more pronounced than now: she also had exophthalmos, though only slightly. She showed the flushing of the face and upper part of the neck, and very fine tremor, and tachycardia. I kept her under observation the whole of one afternoon, and her pulse varied between 130 and 145 per minute. Her general condition has improved under observation; her alopecia is still complete. I shall be glad of suggestions for treatment. I have not given any gland preparations, but perhaps a combination of them might do her good. With regard to the cases of post-influenzal alopecia, the worst cases I have had have shown large thyroids, tremor, and tachycardia, and in fatal cases of influenza one always finds the thyroid enlarged. I have some preparations of thyroid cut from qases of influenza, and I think they will show conditions similar to those in Graves's disease.
DISCUSSION. Dr. ADAMSON: I think all these cases of total alopecia are instances of alopecia areata at first. When the hair comes off in illness it is never a complete falling off. I do not think' the association of alopecia with Graves's disease is very uncommon. The association is of interest, because one view held of alopecia is, that it is due to some internal gland secretion disturbance.
Dr. S. E. DORE: This is not the first time that alopecia areata has;been described in association with Graves's disease. Dr. Burney Yeo, many years ago, described a case ir which there was enlargement of one lobe of the thyroid, with exophthalmos on the opposite side, and alopecia of the eyebrows and evelashes on that side, followed by the converse.! Dr. Jenkins2 recorded ! Brit. Med. Journt., 1877, i, p. 320. B'Br`t. Journ. Derm., 1915, xxvii, p. 407. Pernet: Case of Melanotic Nevo-carcinoma a case in the British Journal of Dermatology, following an operation on the thyroid (in this case there had been a previous attack of alopecia areata), and Dr. Sequeira has seen two cases of alopecia areata following partial thyroidectomy.' The evidence for regarding alopecia areata as a direct result of excessive or definite sebretioni of the thyroid gland appears to me to be inconclusive and its association with Graves's disease is so rare that it would seem to be rather a part of the general nervous disturbance of that disease or simply coincidental to it.
Case of' Melanotic Naevo-carcinoma (previously shown)., By GEORGE PERNET, M.D.
THIS patient, a woman, aged 48, was brought before the Section two months ago. She has continued under the care of Dr. Lynham, at the Radium Institute, who is to be congratulated on the good results he has obtained. I am sending round the photograph of the original growths for comparison. They have quite disappeared. Moreover, Dr. Lynham has been treating with radium the -part below the lobule of the ear where there was some thickening.
DISCUSSION.
Dr. WHITFIELD: Many years ago after working at the subject of moles and nevo-carcinoma I ventured to express the opinion tht there were two types of nawvo-carcinoma. The first is so hopelessly malignant and affects glands so early that some observers are of opinion that operation makes them even worse. The second type is malignant microscopically, but its course is more like that of a rodent ulcer. I remember one case in which a small ulcerating tumour developed in the centre of a widespread pigmented growth.
At the first operation the surgeon removed the tumour only. Two years later -the malignant disease having recurred the whole pigmented area was removed and the patient did perfectlj well. I secured the tissue removed at both operations and found microscopical evidence of malignancy in both pieces. At the discussion on malignant tumours held by this Section. a few years back I showed a number of photomicrographs illustrating my contention. I have* seen one case which the medical man was bold enough to treat by freezing with C02:. it was not quite cured, but nothing very bad occurred, and the growth was successfully removed later. The point is, I think, that where there "Diseases of the Skin." 3rd ed.. p. 594.
